

BEING ADDRESS BY MR. FRED OHWAHWA, PRESIDENT OF JUST FRIENDS CLUB OF NIGERIA, ON THE OCCASION OF THE 6TH ANNUAL PUBLIC LECTURE ON TUESDAY NOVEMBER 5, 2024



The Chairman of the occasion, (Olorogun Peter Igho)
Our respected Guest Speaker, (Dr. Sam Amadi)
Our distinguished Panelists
Members of Just Friends Club of Nigeria,
Members of the Press,
Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen.

It is with great pleasure that I welcome you all to the 6th  Annual Lecture of our esteemed club, Just Friends Club of Nigeria..

Last year, the highly cerebral Prof. Chidi Odinkalu delivered a paper on “Resetting Nigeria”. The submission is that until we reset our values, our principles, our ways of doing things, making progress as a nation will remain a daunting task. 

This is the 6th annual lecture by our club. We began holding our lectures in 2014, a year after the formation of the club. Mr. Benjamin Dikki, the then Director General of the Bureau of Public Enterprises was our guest speaker. He spoke on the “Federal Government Privatization and Economic Reform Programme”.  Since then, we have had the President of the Abuja Chamber of Commerce, Mr. Tony Ejinkeonye, speak on business opportunities and challenges in the Federal Capital Territory; the former Director General of the Debt Management Office, Dr. Abraham Nwankwo in 2019 delivered a paper on Nigeria’s debt burden and the challenge of infrastructural deficit in the country. In 2022, the renowned  Reverend Father George Ehusani delivered a lecture  on: “Beyond the 2023 Elections: That Nigeria May Be Saved”.

Our Guest Lecturer today, Dr. Sam Amadi, is a man of formidable intellect. His interventions in the public space in Nigeria are well known to most of those who are keen on rescuing the country  from its sorry state. I will leave his introduction to the Master of Ceremony to do justice to his profile before he speaks.

For us in Just Friends Club in Nigeria, apart from the Public Lecture Series, we place a lot of emphasis on reaching out to the needy in the society. We have made it a duty that every year, sometimes multiple times in a year, to reach out to them. We have visited Old Peoples Home in Kado, Orphanages in Gwarinpa, Karu, Kuje; children with disabilities in Kubwa and Anawim Home in Gwagwalada run by Catholic nuns. 

In 2021, we paid the exam fees for indigent students in Government Secondary School, Jabi.  In March 2022, we had a Career Talk Day with senior students of Government Secondary School, Life Camp here in Abuja. This year we have had Career Talk Day with students of Government Secondary , Wuse Zone 3, here in Abuja

The topic of today’s lecture, “High Cost of Governance as an Impediment to Development” is most appropriate for the present time. From whatever angle you look at it, Nigeria is an apology to its vibrant citizens, the African continent, and the Black race. We are far behind in virtually all metrics of development. And this is in spite of abundant human and material resources the country is blessed with.  Our infrastructural deficit is scandalous; our education, health and other sectors are begging for quality intervention. This  unfortunate state of affairs is partly attributable to the high cost of governance. And this is at all levels of government. The time has come for us as nation to review our system of governance with a view to making the people the primary purpose of government. 

We have assembled here patriotic and knowledgeable citizens, from the Guest Speaker to the Chairman to the panelists, who will give diverse perspectives on how to make Nigeria better again and a reference point for Africa and Africans.

I am sure you will all leave here enriched with new knowledge and a better understanding of the dynamics of Nigeria.

Once again, you are welcome to this event.

Thank you very much.

FRED OHWAHWA
NOVEMBER 5, 2024
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